Granite Mountain Middle School (GMMS)
Welcome back GMMS 8th graders!  The following is a general map for Language Arts SY 2014-2015.  Please be aware that I will supplement Language Arts with enrichment assignments and exercises not outlined in this syllabus.  

8th Grade and 8th Grade Honors Language Arts Course Objectives and General Overview
I will strive to meet the Arizona common core standards in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing as outlined in PUSD instructional guide by integrating Language Arts standards into Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) theme-based lessons.
Week One

· School and classroom procedures 

· School and classroom expectations

· Getting acquainted 

· Benchmark assessment

Quarter 1

· 6+1 traits writing review (throughout the year)
· Writing process (throughout the year)
· Writing Mode: personal narrative/memoir

· Grammar instruction

· Vocabulary instruction

· Read novel: (to be announced in class)
· STEAM project

· Literary response and outside reading is ongoing throughout the year.

· Reinforce all reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing strategies taught in earlier grades.

Quarter 2

· Figurative language skill development
· Read various poems

· Read editorials, letters and articles

· Vocabulary instruction

· Grammar instruction

· Writing Mode: functional writing

· Literary response and outside reading is ongoing throughout the year.

· STEAM project
· Reinforce all reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing strategies taught in earlier grades and in previous quarter.

Quarter 3

· Read primary and secondary informational text pieces for research purposes (reinforce APA citation format)
· Vocabulary instruction

· Grammar instruction

· Research Presentation Mode: multimedia 

· Literary response and outside reading is ongoing throughout the year.

· STEAM project

· Reinforce all reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing strategies taught in earlier grades and in previous quarters.

· Review and reinforce test strategies.

Quarter 4

· Read various short novels, short stories, poems, and informational text.

· Grammar instruction

· Vocabulary instruction

· Writing Mode: To be announced
· Literary response and outside reading is ongoing throughout the year.

· STEAM project

· Reinforce all reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing strategies taught in earlier grades and in previous quarters.

· Review and reinforce test strategies.

Special Information
Various literary analysis projects, poetry, and personal writing may encourage some students to personalize their efforts in an unacceptable manner.  It is unacceptable in this class for your writing to include any of the following:  foul language/profanity, direct references to other individuals in a slanderous manner, references to drugs, suicide, or violence against self or others. It is important that students and parents realize that students who write in the above manner will invite follow-up actions that may include administrative discipline.
Required materials
Please check PUSD website.
Attendance and Punctuality
The attendance policy for this class is identical to the school policy.  
Tardy
Tardiness interferes with the learning rights of others.  Students are expected to be inside the classroom, in assigned seats, and ready to begin class at the sound of the bell.  Any one running through the door at the sound of the bell will be considered tardy.  The tardy consequences for this class are identical to the school policy.  
Grading Policy 
All students are responsible for turning completed assignments in on time.  Late and incomplete assignments will be accepted up to seven days from its original due date.  All completed late assignments will receive a 25% penalty.  If not turned within seven days of the original due date, the assignment will receive a zero and the student will forfeit the opportunity to receive credit for that particular assignment.
**Please note: If an assignment is late due to an unexcused absence, the late/incomplete policy does not apply.  Students will receive a zero for that assignment.    

Cheating/Plagiarism is defined in this class as any of the following:
· Direct copying of another student’s work (with or without permission); direct copying or limited editing of another student’s work, an author’s work, material from the internet, audio material, or textual material without citing the source—and then, only if the citation is appropriate for the assignment.  

· Having or using a communication device such as a cell phone or any electronic translator to send or obtain unauthorized information.  

· Altering any graded exam or assignment and resubmitting it for a better grade. 

· Asking for or accepting money or any other benefit in return for providing or gaining unauthorized access to examination materials or individualized assignments. 

Consequence 
All persons involved in any form of cheating/plagiarizing will receive a zero for that particular assignment and will contact his or her parent(s) to discuss the issue.
Student Writing Assessment
 To see true growth in writing skills, all students will write often, and in many different modes for class.  Given that Language Arts classes are large, providing personalized feedback for all writing assignments is physically impossible for any teacher; therefore, rubrics for all major writing assignments will be provided as a guide. All major writing assignments will be rated against the rubrics, which will provide specific feedback to students.  
I am looking forward to a great year!

Mrs. McComb
Please read the syllabus, sign the acknowledgement form, and return the acknowledgement form to me as soon as possible.  
Print Student's Name__________________________________

Sign Student's Name__________________________________

Print Parent's Name___________________________________

Parent(s) Signature(s) _________________________________ 

Mrs. McComb
Educator
